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( TO 	 BE PUBLlSHED IN THE GAZET'l'ED OF I NDi l\, PAR'r I, SECTION I)/
'/ 

,-}/ 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ( BH/\RAT SARKAR) 

MillISTRY OF I RRIGATIONS & POWER (WINCHAI .6UR ViDYUT· "l1ANTRl'.LI\~ 
, c. ' \: :-./ t * * \It * 

..f New De lhi , the 18 th ~pril, 197 2 . 

HESOLUTION 

No . F .c . 47(2)/7 2: In the Ganga Basin c overing the states 
of Bihar , Uttar Pr adesh, west Benga l, Ha·!'yana , Rajasthan and 
~~dhya Pradesh, floods i n some part o r the other i s a n a n nual 
fe a ture . on account of the inadequac y of the.protection 
measures carried out so far , l a r ge s c a l e damage aue to f lo~ds 
often occurs . It has, therefo r e , been consider ed ·that c oncer­
ted efforts shou l d be made for tackling the f l oods in the 
Ganga and its tributar ies in ·a big way . Bei n g an inte r 
sta te rive r , i t is necessary to p repare a n inte g r a t ed p l an 
t o t a ckl e the flood , erosi on and drainage propl em in the 
basin and implement it in a c o-o r din ated manner . In order 
t o ensure the clo s e cooperation of the Government o f India 
in this t a sk a nd to faci litate p rompt a nd effective actio n 
in the f o 1:mu lation and imp lementation of a comp rehensive ctnd 
Co - ordinated p lan of f l o o d contro l i n the basin , the Govern­
ment of India h<:.ve d ecided to s e t up the Ganga F'lood Control 
Iba rd. 

2 . 	 1+1e Ebard wil 1 c o nsist. of the fo l lawing· : 

i) 	 Union Ministe r for Irrigation & power Chairman 

ii) 	 Unio n Ministe r of state fo r F in a nce M3mb e r 

iii) 	 Chi ef Minis t e r :::> f Bihu r Ot:" his 
r epr e s e ntative 

iv) 	 Chief Ministe r o f Utta r Prade s h o r 
h i s r epr e se '1tativ e Ee mb e r 

v) 	 Chief J.li.nis t e r -:;'f west Ee n gul or 
h i s r eroesenta tive ~Bmbe r 

vi) 	 Chjef Mini ste r :::>[ Ha r yd na o r his 
cepr e s ent u.ti ve r·P-rnber 

v ii ) Ch i ef ~ti n iste r :::>f Ra j asthan o r his 
repr e sent ati v e 1-12m!1e r 

v iii) 	 Chief. vin istc:= r- ·.:>f H:tdhya. P r adesh o r 
h i s r epr esent a tive ~e~bei: 

i x ) 	 Cho. :Lrma n of the Ganga Flo".:>d C"'."Jn t rol 
Commis::;i".)n .t,:l?mber-se c reta r y 

J . 	 The EL>ard will l ay cbwn t he b i:-0a;i po licie s an d c1ecide 
r i0 r ities i n t l1t: i mpler:-en t<:1. t ion ~,f t he va r i:n.i s schemes . 

The ""J'.)z.:.rd wi ll a l so c:-tc c,.J rd a:~::-· rov c. J. t".:> the s c hemes 2 n d .,,._ 
rccomrrenJ annua J. o u t L.1ys :::::ir th<= ic imr l erre ntation . 

4 . The Ihar d ·1ill frume it s o wn ru l es of b u siness o ·· 
ilead ~1u2rte r .s -:>f t h e Doe.rd Hil l be a t Pa.t na o 

5 . c~"Jr ::rcr.::iri n<;i .::1 c·1r1prehens iv e p l a n o f f l ood c .:mt D l 
f:.ii: thf'; G:rng.:i ba s in , to dra'"' o u t c. rh,Jsed and C-:>::> r-J i nu.teG 
: i r 1qr o.mr.1e yf irq• l 1? rr.e ntd t i:Jn :J~ t he t.J'.)r ks included i n t he 
b~1sjn "1ise ,-L-.ns· bv the s t.a t es c.::mcc r ned und t.'.) e n su r e t r1c 
imr l em2nt2ti:)n -:if ~-orks to p r::Jf°)~r st- rda r ds 2nd the ir mainte ­
:1 :::in::x~ , the r; .i v e rT1mcnt of 1 11 :1 5..: '.J:i. :!. l ctls:J set up the 1.--;anga 
F l nJ C:rnt 1:-")l. r:o rnnissi::.i n with Ilei1d-iu a r ter s at Patna . 'l'he 
Chai r-m2 n of t11e C::.imr1i:.:.:s1on wil l be the :lCmbe~-{)c c r:-etaLy ~>f 
t;v: r; c,_ cg..-i i~l-.Y.Jd C->nt ::-o 1- B::->.:ird . 



··-~----.tTcr:nE,_ PURUSHED IN nIE GAZETTED OF HDIA, PART I, S::CTIO.N I) 
GJVER t>!ME.1'1T OF IN:> I A (B HAR AT SAP.KAR ) 

MINI STRY OF IPJUGJ\TION & POV.ER (SIN::HAI AU!1 VIDYUT MANTI~ALAYA) 

New Delhi , the 18th April , 1972 . 

RES::>LUTION 
~ 

No. F .c. 47(2)/72: In the Ganga Basin covering the States of Bihar , Uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal, Horyana , Raj as than and Madhya P1·adesh, floods in

\ s ome part or the other is an annual feature . On account of the inadequacy 
of t he protection measures carried out so f ar , l arge scale dam age due 
t o floods often occurs • .It has, therefore , been cons i dered that concerted 
efforts should be made for t ackling the floods in the Ganga and its 
tributaries in a bi g way. Be:ng an inter..,, St ate river, it is necessary 
to prepare an integr at ed pl an to t ~ckle t he flood , erosion ond drain~ge 
probl em i n the basin and implement it in a co- ordinated manner . In 
order to ensure the close cooper ation of the G.?verrrn~nt of India in 
this task and to f acilitate prompt ond effccti~ action in the formulation 
and impl ementation of a comprehens ive and co- or dinated plan of flood 
control in the basin , the Goverrment of India have decided t o set up 
the Ganga Flood Control Boord. 

2 . The Board wil l consist of the follov•ing: ­

i) Union Minister for Irrigction & Power 
ii) Union Minister of State for Fine.nee 

iii) Chief Mini ster of Bj.h<ir or his representative
• iv) Chief Ministe r of Uttar Pradesh or 

his representotive 
v) Chief Mini ct er of West Bengal or 

\ 
vi) 

vii) 

I viii)

) 

his representat ive 
Chief Minister of Haryana or his 
repres entntive 
Chief Minister of Raj as t han or his 
r e:nese11t<:1tj ve. 
Chief J,\inister of Madhya Prndesh or his 
represent at i ve 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

(r \ ix) Chairman of the Ganga Flood Control Corrmission- Member-Secretary. 

\\~ 3 . 11le Board vtlll l ay down the broad pol icies and decide priorities 
in the implementatio~ of the various schemes . The B- oard will also 
accord approval to the schemes and r ecomme nd annual outl ays for 
their impl ementation. 

4 . The Boord \·1i ll frame its ovm rules of business. The head­
quarters of the Bo ard will be at Patna . 

5 . For preparing a comprehensive pl on of flood control for the 
Genga basin, to draw out a ph<iscd c:: nd coordinated programme of 
i mpl ementation of the works incl uded in the 1:-asin- r•i!ic plnns by 
t he States concerned nnd to cn'.;u:re the implementation of works to 
prope:r standards and their maintennnce , the Govcrrment of India 
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will also set up the Ganga Flood Control Commissi on with 
He<1dqu0rters at Patn<? . The Chairman of the Corrunis sion v1ill 
be the Memb~~Secret.:iry of the G'.:\nga Flood Contro l Board . 

6 . Tne Government of India will al so set up a technical 
Committee to assist the Fl ood Control Commission in all 
technical m<itters 4 ­

Secretary to of I ndia 

ORDEr: 

Ordered that a copy of t he r.e s olution be communicated to 
the State GoVC:rrrnents of Biha1· , Hary una , Mudhyo:: Prndesh , f.ajasthan , 
Utt.:i1· Pradesh , \·Jest Deng2l, Minio,tries of Finance, Agriculture , 
r: <:l ih1::iys , Transport , Pl ;:rnning and Prime Minister ' s Secrettiriat/ 
Priv c:ite and Milit ary Sec:;.·eta:::-y to the President/Comptrollcn· and 
Auditor General of India for infonn c:ition. 

\. Ordered nl so that the ncso l ut i on be publ i shed i n the 
Gnzette of India ;:ind the Stc:itc Governments of Bihar , Jfa:·yan.:i , 
Madhya Prodesh , I1ajasthan, Uttar Pr adesh and Wes t Bengal be 
requested to publish i.t in the Stnte Gazettias for general informntion. 

~-13' 
(B~) 

Secretary to the Government of India 

To 

The t.bnager , 

Governme nt of India Press , 

faric\abnd . (Harynna) . 


Copy forwarded to the Chairman and /,1eml:>crs of the 
G::i ng;i Flood Control Board . 

( K. F.amesh P.ao ) 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of Indi o 

Copy also f orwarded for inform~tion to: 

-1 . 1: . :; . to Union Ministe r of Irrig.Jtion & Power . 

2 . ; · • ...; . to Union St ,te Mini ster of Finance , !~ew Del hi. 

3 . P . ~ . to Chiuf Minister , Bih~r , Putnn . 

4 , P . ~ • t o Chief Minister , Harynna , Chandig.:irh. 

::.. . I' . S . t o Chief Minister , Lnjasth<:1n , J a ipur . 

6 . P .S . to Chief 1.,inistc1· , Utt<.r P1·ad0sh , Lucknow. 

7 . P. S. to Chief Minister , West Beng.:ll, Calcutta . 


P. s. to Chief Minister , 11\adhyn Pradesh , Bhopal. 


\~l.A• ._W~ 
( K. Ramesh Rao ) 

Deputy Secr etary to the Government of I ndi a 

I 

) 
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Copy also fo r warded to : 

1 . 	 Secretary , Irrigation Department , Bihar , Patna . 
2 . 	 Secretary, Irr i gation Department , Haryana, Ch2ndig3rh. 

I3 . 	 Secretary , Irrigation Department , P.ajasthan , Jaipur . 
4 . 	 Secretary , Irrigation Departmeaj;., Uttar Pnde~h, Lucknow . 
5 . 	 Secretc::cy , I r rigation & Vfotc:;:viays Department , 

\!l C!1t Bengal, Ca l cut ta . I 
6 . 	 Secrct~ry , Irrigation Department , Madhya Pradesh , Bhopal. l/ltZ~2~ l {

K. P.amesh floo ) 
Deputy Secretary t o the Government of India 

Copy for informati on to : 	 IiJr 

1 . 	 P. S. to Deputy Minister of I rrigation & Power . 
2 . 	 P . S. to Secretary , Ministry of Ir:dgation & Power . 
3 . 	 Chai:rmnn , C .W .~ P.C., New Del hi. 
4 . 	 Membm.- (Floods) , C . W.& P .C. , New Celhi . 
5 . 	 Informati on Officer , Ministry of I &P . 
6 . 	 Editor Bhagirath , Mini5try of I&P . 
7 . 	 P . S. to JS (I) . 

!i­
f 

( !~ . H;:irnesh roo ) 
Deputy Secrctciry to the Government of India 
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No.FC . 47(3 )/72 
CDVER!.!MENT OF UDIA '. 

I(BHAl1AT SAnKAR) 
MIMI SIRY OF IRRIGATIOll 8. PO\llER 

( SIJ£HAI AUR VIDYUT MANTRALAYA) 

New Delhi , the 18th April, 1m . 

RE SOLITTION 

No . FC . 47(3)/72: In continuation of Ministry of Irrigation and 

Power Resolution No .FC .47(2)/72 , dated the 18th April , 1972 constituting 

the Ganga Flood Control Board , the Goverrment of In.iia hereby constitute 

the Ganga Flood Control Commission. 


2 . The Corrmission v1ill consist of the follo• ing whole-time officers: 

( i) Chairman. 
(ii) 	Member- Planning and Design. 

' (iii) 	 Member-Coordination. 
\, 

In addition the Chief Engineers in charge of flood control in the 
States of Bihar , uttar Pradesh and West Bengal will be part- time Members I-
of the Commission. 

The Chairman of the Commission will be the l.iember- Secretary 

of the Ganga Flood Control Board. 


3 ~ The Commission will be entrusted with the fo llowing functions : ­

(i) 	 to prepare a comprehensive plan of flood control 
for the Ganga basin. The fi~ld investigatior.s 
and collection of data for the purpose will b_e 
carri.ed out by the State Governments as directed 

I 	 by the Ganga Flood Control Board ; 

(ii) to draw out a phased and coordinated prograrmie

I of implementation of works included in the basin­
I wise pl ans; 

1 
(iii) 	 to ensure the impl anentation of 'Aorks to 


proper standards and their maintenance; 


(iv) 	 to prepare the annual programme of works and 

allocation of cost wherever reQuired for the 

consideration of the BoardJ 


(v ) 	 to opcrnte the flood forecast ing and warning systems; 

( vi) 	 to nsscss the perfonnance of flood control measures; and 
I 

(vii) 	 to mnke ·nn assessment of the existing vent-ways 
under the road and rail bridges and to determine I 
additional waterways to be provided for reducing 
the drainage congestion to r easonable limits . I 

. ....2/­
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I ' · 4 . The Commission--w·ill work \•1ithin the broad frameoork ' ~ 

\/
[ n· 

of policy dirc-ctions issuedoy -the Ga ng a ·rlood Contro l Board ~ 

and wi ll \'JOrk in close lia ison with the Central \'later and Power 
Commission and the St ate Flood Control Organisations . . I 
5 . The headquarters of t he Commi s!'> i on will be at Patna. \ \ 

6 . The Commis s ion will b e assis t ed in all t echnical matters 
~ 

by a Technical Advisory Commi ttee to be set up by the Government 
of India . 

7 . The Flood Cont rol l'lor ks approved by the Board viill 
normally be i mp l emented by the State Governments concerned . 
If , hov1ever , it become:, necessary the Cornmi :;:; ion may arr ange 
the execution of specific 'Nor ks . 

o?rtr+fr 
(~) 

Secret ary t o the Gove::.:runent of India 

0 RD E R 

Ordered that a copy of the Reso lut ion be communicated to 
the State Governments of Bihar , Haryana , Madhya Pr adesh , Oriss a , 
Uttar Pradesh , Raj as than and West Bengal , Ministri es of Agricul tm·e. , 
Finance , Planning , rtailways and Transport , Prime Minister ' s Secretari at , 
Private and tlili tary Secretary to the President and Comptroller and 
Audi tor General of Irdi a . 

Or derec;i al so that t he Resolutio n be published in the Gaze ttE; 
of Indi a and the State Governments of Bihar , Har yana , Madhya Pradesh , 
Ori$s a , Utta:i: Pradesh , r:ajasth<1n and West Be ngal be request')cl to 
pu0lish it i n the State Gazettes for general information. 

Secretary t o 

To 

The Manager , 

Governm< nt of I ndia Press , 

F ~rida~acl(Haryana) 

Copy to: 
1 . l1i i nis try of Finance (Department ">f Expenditure) 
2 . t.linistry of Finance (Department of Economic Affairs) 
3 . Hi nis try of Ag:i:icul ture (Department of A9ricul ture) 
4 . Pl anning Co!Tlili ssion . 
5 . Ministry of Hailwoys . 
6 . Ministry of Transpor t . 
7 . Prime /'1inistcr ' s Secretari at . 
G. Military Secretnr y to the Pr esident . 
9 . Comptrol l er and Auditor General of India. 

v~ '?~_v.~ 
(!( . namesh Rao) 

Deputy Secretary t o the Government of India 

..... . . 3/-
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Copy for iof.ormntion tor 

1 . 	 Secretary, Irrigation Department , Bihar , Patna. 
2 . · 	 Secret<:1ry, Irrigation Department , Haryana , Chancigarh. 
3 . Sccr-· tary, Irrigation Department , Madhya PrndcGh, Bhopul • 
.:t. Secretary, Irrigation & Power Department , Ori ssa , Bhubnneswar. 
5 . 	 Sccret<:1ry , Irrigation Department , Uttar Pradesh , Lucknow. 
6 . 	 Secretary , Irrigntion Dcp.:irtment , najasthan , Jnipur . 

17 . 	 S~cretary , Irrigation & \· ~terwnys Department , 
West Bengal , Cal cutta . 

n. 	 Chief Engineer , Irrigation , B ihar , Pntna. 
9 . 	 Chief Engineer , Irrig.:ition, uttar Pradesh , Lucknow. 
10. 	Chief Engineer , Irrigntion , 1.'lest Bengal , Calcutt". 

\rt~e._ 
( K. Ramesh Rao ) 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of I ndia 

Copy to: 

1. 	 P.s. to MIP. 
2 . 	 P.s. to DMIP 
3 . 	 P . 3. to Secretary 
4 . 	 P.s. to JS(I) . 
5 . 	 Chairman , C . \'I .& P.C ., HeVJ De l hi . 
6 . 	 1-\embc:..· (Floods) , c .v1 .e. P.C. , New Delhi . 
7 . 	 Informntion OfficC'!' , tan::stry of I&P . 
P. 	 Frlitor~ Bhagirc:ith , IAinistry of rnP . 

\~~~4 
( K. Hamesh Rao ) 

Deputy Secrct:lry to the C-ovcrnment of India 

.· 

\ -i'(\01.a 
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Speech by Dr. K.L. Rao, Union Minister 
for Irrigation & Power at the inaugura­
tion of the Ganga Flood Control Commiss­
ion at Patna on 12.7.72 

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Bihar, 
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

You are aware tha~ there were large scale ' 
floods in the Ganga during 1971, when heavy damage was 
caused. The Government of India reviewed the situation 
ofter the floods and considered that concentrated efforts 
are required for tackling the floods in the Gonsa and 
its tributaries in a big way. The river being an inter­
state river, it was considered necessary that an integrated 
plan to tackle the flood, erosion and drainage problem in 
the basin be drawn out. The Govt. of India has accordingly 
decided to set up the Ganga Flood Control Board and the 
Ganga Flood Control ommission. 

The first meeting cf the Ganga Flood Control 
Board was held in Delhi on 3rd June, 1972 wherein broad 
outlines for the programme ·Jf the Comr..: -:;sion to be set 
up were discussed. I wish to give the background for the 
formation of the Ganga Flood Control · B.oard and the · 
Commission and the immediate tasks that have to be ~arried 
out in this inter-state river system in th~ near future. 

The Ganga basin cover~ the States of Himachal 
f!adesh, Harayana, Delhi, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal. The problem of floods, is 
however severe in the States of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar~ West 
Bengal. Since northern ·~ nk tributaries of the river 
originate from the Himalayas, heavy discharges are experi­
enced in this river during monsoon mr.nths in the plains
which spillover their banks and cause heavy damages.
These rivers carry heavy amount of sediment load resulting
from the Himalayan catchment ano consequently they tend to 
meander and there is a tendency of rise of bed resulting
in inadequate carrying capacity of large volume of waters. 

You may be aware that the Ganga Basin is the 
largest river Basin in India which covers about 91 million ha 
(207.0 million acres) out .,f the total area of 328 milliom ha 
of the country. The ~ nnu~ water resources of the bas~n 3re 
about 490 m.cu.meters l397 m.a. ft.) out of the total 1675 
m.cu.meters (1356 m.a.!t.) for the entire country. Bulk of 
the damage due to the floods in the country occurs in the 
Ganga Basin. Prom the data available,it has been seen that 
the floods affect, on an average , 3.9.million ha. (10 million 
acres) annually out of which 1.9 lakh ha. is the cropped 
area. In monetary terms the Ganga Basin accounts for 63% 
of the average annual damage in the country which is ~. 126 
crores. 

Cont'd ••••• 2 
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Flood protection measures have been taken in 

the t>asin in past mostly in the form of embankments. These 

ffo•~ts have been accelerated since 1954 and nearly 2856 Kms 


e f e;nbankments, 3900 Kms of drainage channels, 75 town

0 tection works have been completed. In addition 4585 

Pf~1 ages have been raised above high flood level. The works 

vxecuted have benefited an area of 27 lakh ha. out of 74 

~akh ha. of area which is subjected to floods in the basin. 

The expenditure on the works executed is of the order of 
& ic8 crores. 

t 

It will be interesting to know that inspite of 

the mea~ures taken so far there has been increase in the 

an~ual damage in the basin in recent years. The annual 

average damage during the last 18 years has been of the 

order of & 78 crores. However, the average damage for the 

last 3 years worked out to ~ 270 crores annually. The 

damage during 1971 surpassed all previous records and was 

~ 550 crores in the Ganga Basin against total damage of 

~ 632 crores in the entire country. 


In addition to the damage there is the amount 

of relief measures which are required to be tak_, up almost 

every year. The average amount spent in the Ganga Basin 

is about 14 crores on this account. In terms of investment 

on the flood control works and the damage caused in the basin 

it will be interesting to know that while 63% of the total 

damage occurs in the Ganga Basin, investment in this region 

has been of the order of only 42%, compared to the figures

of the entire country. 


I had discussed the flood situation of 1971 with 

the Chief Ministers of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh and Governor 

of West Bengal in October, 1971 and the measures required to 

be taken. There was unanimous support tG the proposal of 

creating a separate organis~tion in the Centre for tackling

the problem of floods in the Basin . It was also considered 

nece sary to implement certain schemes in the States of 

Utt~r Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal on a P.riority basis 

within a short time in order to substanti~ly reduce the 

recurring losses. The Govt. of India also felt that the 

States with their limited resources may not be in a position 

to take up these priority works and therefore agreed to 

provide special assistance in the last two years of the Fourth 

Plan for this purpose. 


The Ganga Flood Control Commission which is being

inaugurated today has a big responsibility and role to play

in co-ord '. ···ating tho plan of works in this basin. The imme­

diate t< k of the Commission will be to draw up a comprehen­

\ sive plan tor flood control in the basin, considering all 
inter-state aspects. You are aware that the proposals for 
the 5th Five Year Plan are to be finalized by the middle of 
next year. The Commission has therefore to ensure fixing up 
rioritlea of works and selection of schemes for the ~th Plan. 
t ia to be appreciated that the Commission can discharge 

. ,he&e functions only with the full co-operation of the States 
n the Ganga Basin. 
~ 

With these introductory remarks, I will now 
request the Hon'ble Chief Minister to inaugurate the Ganga
Flood Control Commission. 



Union Minster who took keen 
organisation.
valuable time 
tho la~ 
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I take this opportunity tn thank the Hon 1 blc 
Chief Minister for inaugurating the Commission an~ Hon'ble 

int~rcst in setting up this 
I am grateful to them for sparing their 

to be present on this occassion. I also thank 
and gertlemen present on this occasion . · 


